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TO TFEYS 
CCC 


HE following Poem at firſt conſiſted of a very 


few Lines, and was only part of another in 
which Verſes of Seven Syllables were choſen as beſt 
adapted to its general ſubject. What is now ſent to 
you, growing almoſt imperceptibly into its preſent 


length, by Ideas crowding upon the Author's mind, 


from an inexhauſtible Fund of Matter, became a diſ- 
proportionate part of the original Deſign, and has 
therefore been ſeparated from it. The Metre, although 
deficient in that ſolemnity which the ſubje& demands, 
remains unalter d; merely from the difficulty of im- 
proving the whole by adding more words to each Line. 
Had it been ſo enlarged in its firſt formation, it would 


have coſt the Compoſer leſs labour than hath been 
beſtowed upon it in its preſent ſhape, while the Com- 
poſition might have been rendered leſs inelegant, and 
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1 
the Senſe and Argument leſs cramped and obſcure than 


they muſt appear in many places. 


You have it with all its Imperfections; and if it be | 
ſufficiently clear to manifeſt to Chriſtians the Author's 
Faith, ſufficiently concluſive not to weaken in the 
opinion of others the Cauſe which he would ſupport, 
and juſt ſufficiently poetical not to tire the. Readers of 
either Denomination, he will not repent of having 
given to the Public his Thoughts in the Decline of 
Life, cloſing the ſcene with an Endeavour to draw 
their Attention to an Object which ought to. be the 
principal Study of Man, as it is his infigitely moſt 
important Concern, through every ſtage of Exiſtence. 


Happy indeed would the Author be, if this Attempt 
ſhould contribute to excite the Exertion of fuperior 
Talents in the Defence of Him from whom they are 
derived, and in vindicating Truths which can never 
ſuffer by Diſcuſſion, and which have been J injured 
only when the Field hath been abandoned to unop- 


poſed 


r 


poſed Aſſallants. The Attack is become too general 
in many parts of the Chriſtian World; the Defence 
ſhould be unanimous by all who are ranged under the 


Banner of a Man-God, however they may differ in 
other points, whether of Doctrine or of Diſcipline: 
This will be no more than a juſt Compenſation for the 
Prejudices drawn upon their Common Faith by that 
intolerant Rancour with which differing Seas have 
perſecuted each other. Of thoſe Prejudices Infidelity 
hath not failed to take every unfair Advantage, and 
would conclude againſt the Law of Diſintereſtedneſs, 
Forgiveneſs and univerſal Benevolence, becauſe cruel 
and intereſted Men have acted in direct Oppoſition to 
its Spirit and Commands. 


AR SG UM E N T. 


r OD jrom the ſimple Law of Nature produces infinite Variety. 
The Exertion of Power equal in the Production of 1 jog 
and greateſt Beings in the various Claſſes of Creation. The moſt 
minute Alteration in the Syſtem of the Untverſe would ſubvert the 
whole ; from Line 1. to1B. All Effects foreſeen by God from Eter- 
nity; to Line 32. Phenomena, ſeemingly irregular, all directed 
by certain Rules, to Line 43. There are Evils neceſſarily ariſing 
from the Nature of Things, in the phyſical and moral Worlds. Thefs 
are compenſated Ly ſuperior Benefits with which they are connected, 
to Line 62. The virtuous happy here or in a future State. Prayer 
grateful to God, to Line 82. The Law of Mercy confiftent with 
the Law of Nature. Both co-operate in "attaining the Ends Pro- 
poſed by God from all Eternity, to Line 106. The Will of God, 
although immutable, is free, his Decrees being always preſent, to 
120. Man's Choice foreſeen but not compell'd, to 124. Certain 
differing Opinions equally. falſe, to 132, Infidelity and Credulity 
equally erroneous, Miracles afford no Argument in favour of lægen- 
dary Tales, to 152. The Will of God is the efficient Cauſe of al 
Things, to 170. Worlds of Spirit, to 176. Influence of Soul upon 
Body acting by an Impulſe different from the Laws of Motion, to 192. 
The known Fffefis of ſuch Impulſe render credible certain Miracles 
and Myſteries delivered to us by divine Authority, to 216. Abſurdi- 
ties of Materialiſm, to 230. Deſire of Fame after Death a Prof 
of future Exiſtence, to 256. The Argument uſed by Epicureans 
againſt Providence ſtrengthened by the Doflrine of Materialiſm, to 
288. Their Argument beſt anſwered by the Dofrive of. a Trinity, 
to 318. Other Circumſtances which in force the Truth of that 
Doctrine, to 346. Mahomet and Mahometiſm compared with Chriſt 
and Chriſtianity, to 366. Before Revelation, natural Senſe led Men 
into fewer groſs Errors reſpecting 4 Divinity, than Learning did 
many Philoſophers, to 374. The Worſhip of God in his Works, or 
in Idols, common to the moſt civilized and ſavage Nations, proves the 
Idea f a Supreme Power impreſſed on the Mind of Man, while the 
religizus Tenets of both were equally abſurd, to, 408. Deſcription of 
Fame, to 426. Her Influence upon Cato, Brutus and Socrates, to 
468. All Virtues enjoined by the revealed Will of God, to 478. The 
Influence of revealed Religion upon the Diſtreſſes of Man, to 502, The 
Religion of Nature, moral Iuſtinct, and human Laws not ſufficient 
without reveaPd Religion, to 562. Reaſn not ſufficient without 
Faith, to 614. Deiſm inconſiſtent with itſelf, to 632. Addreſs to 
the Deity, to 650. Apoſtirophe to the King, to 690. | 


F ͤ 


A P O E NM. 


ULI N G Pow'r | eternal Mind ! 
Uncreated, unconfin'd, 


Who, from Nature's {imple Law, 
Doſt her various Myriads draw; 
Thou! omuipotent in all, 

Equal in the Great and Small, 

Where thy riſing Works extend, 

Wide as Space which knows no End, 
From the Mote which unſeen plays, 
To where Suns unnumber d blaze ; 75 
While the all-pervading Soul 
Poiſes, moves, connects the whole: 


In 


10 ] 
In the Chain one Link derang d, 
In the Work one Movement chang d, 


In the Scale one Atom loſt, 
Worlds would ſink in Chaos toſt. 


But ſecure, thy potent Hand 


Executes what Preſcience plan'd, 18 
What was, is, or e'er ſhall be 
Viewing thro' Eternity. 


Coup an unforeſeen Event 
Scenes, unknown before, preſent, 
Thou, like Man, become more wiſe, 
Would'ſt thro' Time in Knowledge riſe, 
Rais'd, at ev'ry future Date, 
From thy ſtill imperfect State. 
Yet, in each advanc'd Degree, 
Ill th' improving Deity 
Would ſupport th' Omniſcient”s Claim, 
From Eternity the ſame ; 
Ill, Effects unthought of, tend 
To inſure Creation's End. 32 


UrG'D 


1211] 

Unc'p by one unvarying Force, 
Seaſons tread their wonted Courſe; 
While in Nature's ſtated Turn, 
Winters chill, and Summers burn. 
Vagrant Winds, the Compaſs round 
Shift, and ſeem by Rules unbound ; 
Yet Thou guideſt their par: 
Sure as rolls the circling Year : 
Nor in wide Creation's Range, 
Blindfold Chance or fickle Change 
Ever enter'd: ſertile Lands 
Thirſt for Show'rs that glut the Sands ; 
Nor may ſtarvin g Virtue taſte 
What the laviſh Vices waſte, . 


All foreknown, no partial Ill 
Fruſtrates the Creator's Will. 


ILLs there are, in vain deny'd' | 
By the ſubtle Stoick's Pride ; 
Such as Nature muſt produce, 
Purchaſing ſuperior Uſe: 


43 


Hlere 


L 12 
Here would Suns benignant ſhine, 


They muſt ſcorch beneath the Line: 
Clouds that drop the kindly Show'r, | 


Muſt the. waſting Torrent pour. 
Nor to Earth alone confan'd, 


Ills diſgrace the nobler Mind, 
Rank Deſires, foul Paſſions ſtain : 
Should reſiſtleſs Force reſtrain, 

Soon would Brute-degraded Man 
Humble mourn thy alter'd Plan. 


In omniſcient Juſtice ſure, 

Virtue reſts of Bliſs ſecure ; 
Large the Portion here aſſign'd 

To the conſcious, ſpotleſs Mind, 

While unmerited Diſtreſs 

Points to future Happineſs: 

One, thus blameleſs doom'd to fall, 

Proves Futurity to all. 

Other Proofs, alas! ariſe: 


- 
. 


Proſp'rous Guilt thoſe Proots ſupplies. 


62 


Cy 1 

Tuo awhile in Nature's Scale 
Virtues fink and Crimes prevail, 
Yet not loſt in empty Air 
Vainly floats the ſuppliant Pray'r : | 
Grateful ſhall the Incenſe rife, 
Wafting Fragrance to the Skies; 
And eternal Bliſs repay 
The ſhort ſuff rings of a Day. 
Let not Villains boaſt their Gains, 
While unclos'd th Account remains! 82 
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Bur would'ſt Thou, in Mercy ſhown, 
Deign the righteous Cauſe to own ; | 
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Or from Guilt's repentant Eye 
Wipe all other Sorrows dry, 
Nature's Laws can never force 
Mercy from her deſtin d Courſe; 
Both are thine to ſtir the Wave, 
Still, or turn its Rage, and fave 
Wretches, who thy Hand adore 
_ Slighted or unknown before. | 
C Tnvs 
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Tavs the | Kindred-Syſtems r rang d 
Mutual act, their Laws unchang d; 
Tho' deep-veil'« d thy form'd d Detign 
Dwells in Myſtery ; divine ; 75 
Nor can bounded Reaſon find 
How their various Pow rs combin' d, 
All directed to one End, 

Can alternate Succour lend, 
While according Parts agree . | 
In Cæleſtial Harmony. 

Howe er vary d each Event, | 
All conform to thy Intent, 
To whate'er thy ruling Pow . 
Will'd before th” Gas Hour. 


Man — Life” 8 inconſtant Range, 


Proves his Liberty by Change 7 

But that cogent Proof betrays 
Error's inconſiſtent Maze. ä 
While th' Almighty Hand fulfills 
All that e Wiſdom wills; | 


106 


[ 18 ) 


While no Power's controuling Voice, 
Thwarts his ſelf- directir ng Chidice 
Tho' unalter'd fill e "4 

What th' unerring Mind ordains, 
Wiſe Omnipotence is 5 5 

In th' immutable Decree, | | 


3 


r rr 
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Ever preſent, never el, 


1 1 x 

Never future, firſt, or laſt. 120 bl 
3 To 6 3 3 ” 1ik ye Tir ” = 5 "> 

# 3 : | 

In whate'er thou haſt ordain d, 'N 


Man ne'er fins by Force conftrain'd |: © 
Free his Choice, tho' Heav'n foreſen 
What that fatal Choice will be 124 
His, who wrapt in Horror's Gloom; 
Reads th' inevitable Dom; 

Or who views a Seraph' J Throne, 

By predeſtin d Lot bis own; _ 


(171: M1 þ if 


Or who mocks a faving God, 


” $2 T5 


Spurns = Clemency and Rod : 


Impious they, whoſe Creeds profane. N 
Fold the Works of Virtue vain. 132 a 


10517 77 


1% Cc 2 BEL Error's 


1 36 


Error's wild Extremes are ſuch, 
(1894 O16 35] 1 ie 


When too little or too much 


ab Re r 


Men believe, alike they ſt ray: 


Scepticks i in he Nec — = 
While Credulity s weak, Eyes | 1 
See the Midnight Spectre riſd-. 
Nor doth Miracle aaa! 
The low. Bigot's idle Tale, © 
How by;Supplication preſt | | 
Thou haſt chang d thy high Beheſt 5 | - 
| Taurn'd the Bolt thy Wrath prepares, 
| From the Head thy Pity-ſpares3' -  / 


| Paſſions varying each Deſign, © 51 V! 
| As ſtrong Love or Hate incline?s 
| Vengeance, Merey but fulfill! 
| Thy unalter'd ceaſcle(s, Will. 
Both united in one Plan, 
| Form'd ere Worlds or Time began * 

While Preſumption baffled fira =} 
| In th. 1 1 Mae. 13 
| nigga Iii 2001 no] 91007 2210 
| 8 3 | | CoulD 
| | 


b 7 


2291 Iz 1 Di 4 


CouLD ſublimer Reaſon Gan 

Matter thro” its endleſs Plan, 

From this humble Plan et A 

Far as ſtretch the fpang ngled Skies, 

Piercing thro all Nature's Laws, 

Towards the efficient Cauſe; 9007 99 

Paſt thy Will ſhould Knowledge ſtrain, 5 

Newton's Lights would Blaze in van: 

Whence on Matter, b e 15011 

Till by moving Matter preſt, ld god) 

Does th' imparted Impulſe Ab 017 b aw 

Whence does central Force attract? 

Whence in a projectile Line Is“ 

Bodies would that Force decline 7 

While th' oppoſing Pow'r compounds undes 

Orbs that move their deſtinꝰ d Rounds; vil þ 

Theſe deep-ſearch'd by human Skill,” © 

Own no Cauſe beſide * Will! 170 
l eln. tei oi WW 


ALL obedient to thy Reign 


"OM 111 at 


Works more wond'rous till remain 8 


Where, 


"or 18 1 


Where, unknown to human Sight, 

Spreads th' expanded Infinite; 

While thy ruling Law controlls 

The vaſt Univerſe of, Souls. 176 
Hence that Spark (whoſe glimm' ring Ray 
Animates our ſenſeleſs Clay, 

Knowing all to Mankind known, 

Stranger to itſelf alone ;) 


Bids the Face of Pleaſure glow, 


Sickens the pale Cheek of Woe, 

Fires the Weak. with Valour's Flame, 
Numbs with Fear the Giant's Frame, 
Gives our Limbs to move or reſt, 
By no outward Force impreſt; | 
Bids young Vigour, bounding high, 
All Attraction's Pow'r defy, | 
And, in Frolick's varying Round, 
Motion's ſtated Laws confound ; 


Rules the Man—unconſcious whence 


Flows its pow'rful Influence. | | 192 


on TL. 
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19 J 
Sincz thus deftin'd to obey, 

Body OWNns ſuperior Sway; 

To the ruling Spirit chain d, 

Union felt but neer explain d; 
Well might thy o'er-ruling' Force 
Stop the Sun's declining Courſe, 

Bid a choſen People paſs 

Thro' the Sea's divided Maſs : 

Starting forth at thy Command 
Well might Wonders prove thy Hand, 
When the Crowd thy Truths-receiv'd, 
Saw, and what they faw' believ'd. 

Yet Impiety denies” © 

Miracle and Myſteries; 

Mocks the Power which from his Bed 
Rais d to Life the wond'ring Dead, 
Scoffs at thoſe who dare proclaim 

A Man-God in human Frame, 
Join d in Union undefin'd 

To our now ennobled Kind! 
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In thy Word thoſe Truths we trace, 
Treaſur'd for the Human Race; 
Unimpair'd the Proofs ſhall laſt, 
Thro' the future, as the paſt. 216 


Ir, as impious Teachers ſay, 
Souls are animated Clay . 
If, by chemick Pow'r refin'd, 
Matter, high-ſublim'd to Mind, 
Rich with Wiſdom, Foreſight, Skill, 
Chuſes, thinks, and moves at will; 
A new Eſſence thus ſupply d, 
To the native Maſs deny d, 
Total Change - ſuch alter'd State 
Who produces, muſt create: 
In the wond'rous Work impreſt 
The Creator ſhines confeſt; 
still the Soul retains her Claim, 
Pure and animated Flame. | 230 


"oy the Wretch who abject thinks 
Man to Brute degraded ſinks, 


And 


Wi 


And in mould'ring Earth's _ 
Quenches the immortal wal ho 


Courting viſionary Fame 
Pants to eternize his Name; | off 
When no more th* unconſcious Ear 


Can th' applauding Pzan hear, 
When no more th extinguifly d Eye 
Sees the Column brave the Sky 
Sacred to a Name alone, | 
All that liv'd of Man ynknawns/ |. 
Heaven's exhauſtleſs Bounty grants 
Fit Supplies for all our Wants 
Whether feeding groſſer Fires, 
Or the Soul's ſublime Deſires; 

Ev'ry Longing of the Mad, | 
Marks an Object 5 aſſign' d, | 
In the wide-extended Scope 5 
Of Enjoyment, Wich, or Hope, 5 
Tho' miſtaken Man's Embrace 
Catch at Shadows in his Chace: 


D 


| U 22 J. 
He who thirſts to live in Praiſe, 
Thro' a Line of endleſs Days, 


Proves a deathleſs Prize] prepar d 
By our mortal Senſe unſhar d. 256 


Ir the great Creator s Plan 


Cloſe with Life's contrated Span, 
While in quick ſucceſſive Birth | 
Myriads ſwarm to mix with Earth; 
If to no ſublimer End 
Heay'nly Strength and Thought n 
Why was favour'd Man begot, 
Riſing but to breathe and rot? 
Why employ' d almighty Pow'e 
On the Creature of an | Hour ok 
Epicurus in his Sty, | 

Hence would Prividcace deny, 
Deeming Earth unmet to ſhare 

A Creator's Guardian Care. 


Yer 


( 23 
ver Almighty Pow'r he own d 
On the higheſt Heav n enthron d, 
Of Infinitude poſſeſt, „irn 3h 
In himſelf ſupremely bleſt. 
Thus he reaſon d.“ God ye 'd 
In Perfections felt ene) d, e 
Feels no Motive to create, Ia 
Riſing from a future State: 
What can finite Works preſent 
Worthy the Omnipotent ? 
Can Creation to his Store q 
Add one Gift, not his before? 
Or th Imperfect yield Bache 
To the Perfect Infinite [i 
Atoms, blindfold i in "(hes tht 
Jumble into Worlds by Chance, 
While remote the God-head reigns, 
Heedleſs of © our Joys and Pains.” 


- | W1LDzeR'D in phantaſtick "POLY 
So th' unaided Searcher dreams: 


D 2 


N. 24 ] 
Reaſon with eee ee Flight, 


LA 1 4 4 | ; 


Trying Heav'n' s unequal Height, 
Tir'd and dizzy, from the Sky 
3885 into Abbiediiy, 


831 81 E 

Falrn aiſe | aſſert your claim! 
0 pen Heav'n from hence you came | 
Vouch th' eternal Three who ſhine | 
One, in Attributes divine! 
Say | how the Great Father's Mind | 
Ere Creation was, deſign'd” & by 
His lov'd Son's unſpotted Birth, 
Cloth'd in Fleſh, exalting Barth; 
While with interchang d aa 
One creates, and One unites, 
Of one Object each poſſeſt, 
In their mutual Bleflings bleſt. . 
Say | how all was landtify'd, 
By that Spirit breathing wide, 


Who-erft in che Propiliet's Flame 


Did thoſe myſtick Truths PiS; 5 mY 


And, 


3 J 


And, athwart thick pagan Night, | by 
Pour'd on Souls reſiſtleſs Light. 

In this Syſtem pre-ordain' 'd, 

God's high Motives ſtand explain'd ; 

When his 4ll-creating Hande 

Gave to Man Air, Sea and Land. 

Made for him, whoſe kindred-Claim | 

Boaſts his Heav lad Fiarhe. - "af 


Texzrs with ſoch Wonders gaugbt, 
Far beyond the Reach of Thought, 
Link'd with Laws, whoſe rig rous Plan 
Checks th aſpiring Pride of Man, 
Stints the darling Joys of Senſe, 
Loſt in rigid Abſtinence, 
Points to Paths with Thorns beſpread, 
Far remov'd from Pleaſure's Bed, 
Leading to a diſtant Prize, 
Paſt the Ken of human Eyes, 
Reaſon's Sovereign-Rule deny d, 
Senſes, Paſſions, mortiſy d, 
Im 


1 8 
In a plain and ſimple Tale, Y 


III conſtructed to prevail, 


With no Eloquence to draw, 
Nor Authority to aw. 


Yet by Earth's firſt Pow'rs receiv d, 
And by Learning's Lights beliey'd, 


Reconciling what before 
Mock'd the Sophiſt's baffled Lore, 


Vet that Purpoſe undeſign d 
'Scap'd the ruſtick Teachers' Mind, 
Who, the ſubtle Schools unknown, 
Knew no Doctrines but their own ; 
Nor in Rolls of Grecian Fame, 
Read an Epicurus' Name: 


Theſe are Stamps by Heav'n impreſt, 


Truth's inimitable Teſt. 


Sven were they, while Guilt and Shame 
Brand th' impoſtor-Arab's Claim: 


Vengeance, Rapine, Murder, Luft, 
Ill denote a heav'nly Truſt, 


(a ] 


Tho' his Followers Ruffian- Band 
Speak the Wonders of his Hand, 
Boaſting in their martyr d Train 
Robbers by the plunder'd ſlain. 


Well might he by Fore impoſe. 
Creeds abſurd on vanquiſh'd Foes ; | 


Well ſeduce a ſenſual Crowd, 
Vague Concubinage allow d; 
While his Paradiſe invites 
To eternal lewd Delights. 

* But rank Inceſt, all his own, 
Flames a Jewel i in his Throne. 


? 
. 


How unlike the Man divine! 
In whoſe Life's fair Mirror thine - 
All the Precepts which he taught, 
Spotleſs pure in Deed and Thought, 


Exz the Beam of faving Light 
Trac'd the certain Path to Right, 


* Mahomet forbad Inceſt, but practiſed it himſelf. = 


[ L28 :] 


Man, when unſedue d by Art 

Stifling Nature in his Heart, 

Safer truſted native Senſe - 

Than weak Learnings Inſolence ; 

Nor, to eternize a'Olod, 1 - | | 
Lapour's to Jethione His God. N 374 


Wurnz the Poor untutor 'd Hind * 
Awe-ſtruck hears him in the Wind, 


ieee. 
Sees him in the Light "ning blaze, | 


"5X1 


Feels him in the ſolar Rays, 

And thro' ſplendid Nature's. gtoces 
In Effects their Cauſe adores,' -* | -///] 
Spreading wide as Nations N 0 
Admiration; Love and Dread 

Or where Superſtition .ws 

Virtues giv'n to Wood and Stones, 
Whether Jove, high. ſeulptur d, riſe | 
+ Awful * of 4% Rinne! wa" Wale 


44S 111 nad 8 510 
Or 
2 Lo! the poor indian, OY untutor d Mind 


Sees God in Clouds, or hears him in the Wind, Pop. 


191 

Or from monſter-teeming' Nile 

Spring the worſhip'd Crocodile; | 

Or rough hewn with barb'rous Glare 
Some tremendous Idol ſtare z 

All evince a Pow'r impreſt 

Deep in Man's inſtinctive Breaſt, 
Wrapt in Error,—S0 the eye 

Traces in an Ev ning- Sky 
Well-known Forms; yet what we ſee. 

Is but cloud-born Imag ry. 


Nor more ſenſeleſs Tales diſgrace 
The wild Faith of India's Race, 
Than, obſcur'd in heathen Gloom, 
Sham'd the Lights of Greece and Rome, 

When appall'd, the Brave and Wiſe 
View'd Portents and Prodigies : 
Did a Fowl in moping Mood, 
Sick'ning ſhun its ſlighted Food; 
Did a Bull ill-omen'd die, 
Did a Bird ſiniſter fly, 
+ © Earth's 
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III 1 d, the unfduglit Field... 408 
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Virtue led her radiant. Train, | 
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Scorning Titles, We alth, and Pow'r r. 
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Native Charms her only Dow'r: 

Vet, inſpir d by Glory's Flame, | k 
Pleas'd ſhe heard: the T rump of Fame. 
Bade her Votaries purſue 
Where the airy Phantom flew, 

Waſting in the hace of Praiſea 
Sleepleſs Nights and reſtleſs: Days, 
Till a baſeleſs Pile appear d. 
By recording Mules. bear hz „ 1 19ly 6 
There the Brave, the Good, the, Fung mw 
Liv'd in Clio's deathleſs Page; 

There Calliope-difphy'd-: / !444 7 1. 
Flow'ry Wreaths which neyer fades 
While Melpomene ſublime. » .- , | 
Rais'd to Heav'n the Gods of Rhime. 426 


Dy'd in Pagan-Pride's 8 diſgrace, 
Sullen ſhrinking i in deſp een 
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By ſuch ſplendid Viſtotis dd Men 


God-like Cato lie d and bled s 


Liv'd the firſt of human Race, 
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From thoſe Its e weile bear. 209 


Bauros, high in Panet Maud i 55 


Honeſt, gen' rous, brave and: good; ) "35510 


Hapleſs, with one erring n GT; 
Rivetted his Country's Yoke, | 1255 TY 
Friendſhip ſtabb'd in Czfir aan, 
O'er Philippi's fatal Plan 
Soon he ſaw a Shadow fly, tit 46h fl) 
Hov'ring in the angry Sky 4/7 47 
Late his Guide: But ere He fel! 
Vaniſh'd the enchanting Spell, 
Virtue's unſubſtantial Framm 
Sunk into an empty Name 
Still He err'd, and in his Fall Slit 
bw blind Fortune govern all. % hn 
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Such their Dibar why viireftiain d 


On no Lan for Man ordain d, 


Loft to Bleſſings that avait 

Merit in a happier State; ts: tu l 
Nor behold in ſweet H cot A A HA 
wre -e ee dhe 


Soc EIn when fubtle Art 
Silenc'd Inſtinct in his Heart, 
Nor wou d Nature“ Law wt 
Ill-rchgn'd to tyrant-Sway, "" 212212 


with fart Rye and mitra 


Eager view the deadly BG. 
With firm Hand he Bleſſing IS 


VV 1 ling 9er he Draug F. 
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Yet high rais,d. men ntal Pow:r Non ad. 
Did that mi ighty ( Genius tow'r, 
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With all N ature” 8 Treaſures frau ught, | 
By all Wiſdom : Learning taught. ad 
| Sucn is Reaſon s ſtrongeſt Ray, 


Fading in the Flb6d of Day | gal! QUE.) 


Now 
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Now Heav ng faving Page hath ſheun 

Truths to Socrates unknown. Me | on yl) 48 
All that in fait virtue rf, 

All in ſocial Love Ye Würm „ 

All in Sympathy that plows, blonde 100 

Melting at acothes Mb © 5.71 

All that bids forage R n lh ans 

All that in confided Truſt MD gow 107 


Steels the never-yielding Juſt, 


Theſe, confm d by Heav'n's Command, 
On a Baſe eternal ſtand. 0 Woalv 1 A 478 


Tas? on Le Het Heath e 
In his Storm-rent Cot unknonn, } 910g] 
The ſtary'd Peafine born” to toll, 1 
Tills, unpaid, a barren Soil >. | 
Or fall'n Greatneſs in the Shade 
Pain and Penury invade,” e 


Now no more the Voice of ee 5 


Chaunting lend che Pere Lapts 
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Tho' dark Slander's venom'd Tooth - 
Wound the blameleſs Breaſt of Truth; 
Or a keener Foe intrude, - 
Foul and falſe Ingratitude ; 
Yet Religion's beaming Ray, 
Portion of th' eternal Day, 
With Heav'n's potent ] Influence fraught, - 


Spotleſs Sanctity of Thought, n 


Patience firm with ſtifl'd Sigh, 
F ortitude with dauntleſs Eye, 
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Innocence in Virtue ſtrong, 
Meck F orgiveneſs pard' ning Wrong, 
| Charity 8 parental Tears, 


Faith that warms, and Hope that cheers, 
11 000 1 7 


Can ſweet Harmony inſpire, 
| Sweeter than the Poet t's Ehre. e 


Ir from the 8 * Mine . 
Natural Religion ſprings 
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With ſufficient Force to bind 


The ſtrict Duties of our Kind, 
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While in Reaſon' s mora Light Bees + 
Wrong ſtands ms ark q dillin & Koln Right, 
Whence, the Pride * Stoick Schools, 
Epictetus drew His Ru es; 1 

Be this boaſtful Claim m allow d! F 2: 
What avails it to the Cr wd ? 1 a a whe 
What to them, the unknown Uſe” | ** 
Of Philoſophy abſtruſe 11 5 7 
Hard their Doom, if millions wah ans 
While a Sophiſt finds his aper Lo, 


Ox, if in the bumble Shade ys 
Inſtin& prompting lends its Aid, 
Influencing, the various Will, va Ah 
Some to Good, and-ſome to Ill, 
Diff" ring as the human Frame. Ye 
Differs, in no Two the ſame ; 

If all Virtue's underſtood. 

The mere Child of balmy Blood; 
If black Humours unſuppreſt inne 
Taint with Vicerthe gloomy Breaſt; 
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Unreſirain'd fell Rapine's Hands 
Wrong d they fall,” by Laws unjuſt, 
Who tranſgreſs becauſe they muſt, 
If the milder Stream ſupplics 
Mercy's Beam in melting Eyes ; 
If their purer Influence warms, - 
Lighting all the inward Charm; 
Sure, in partial Pow'r's Regard, 
Virtue finds undue Reward, | | 


Laws, unequal to prevent. 
Know no Means but Chaſtiſement, | 


And howe'er with Wiſdom fraught, | 
Claim no Empire over Thought; 
While the unreach'd Heart remains 
Foul with ulcerated Stain, 
Where the meditated Sin 

Mocks all Pow'r, and lurks within, 
Till from that polluted Source | 


Crimes wide ſpread their waſteful Courſe. 
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InsTINCcT, Reafon, Law, for Man 


Trac d but an imperfect Plan, 
Till th' inſpiring Word ſupplyd 
What to Nature was deny d; 
Truths alike to all explain d, 

In that Code for all ordain'd, 
Form'd alike to teach and bind 
King, Philoſopher, and Hind. 


Tavs the Sov'reign's Will expreſt | 


Frames his Law to rule the Breaſt ; 
While his all-pervading Eyes 
See the Crime that brooding lies, 
See the Murd'ter's dark Intent, 0 5 1 
Doom' d to thteat ned Puniſhment, 
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Deeply ſtain d with motal' Gullt. 


Tho' Man's Blood eſcap ap'4 he wang _ 
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Shall vain Man with fubtit Wir 
Parts reject, and Parts « ditit AZ 
Stating Proofs comp 
With Improbabilities; 
While in his ſuſpended Scale 
Reaſon dictates h prevail. 


YzrT the Sage in \ hungry Mood, 


Truſts not Rea for his F ood ;. 
Nor the Senſe unſatisfy d, 

Waits till chemick Art hath try d 
What with moſt gdubrious Juice 
Suits the waſting Body $ Uſe; . 


Elſe, in gnawing Hunger's Pain, | 
Long the Sage would toil in vain. 


Thus our groſſer Wants ſupply'd, 


| Taſte an ever ready Guide, 
Shall what feeds the nobler Part, 
Cheers and purifies the Heart, 


Wait for tardy Reaſon's Aid, 
Straying thro' a dubious Shade ? 


While 
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While Enquiry hangs perpl 
'O'er the Comment: blonied —_ q 


In one clear and perfect Plan, AK Mu : 


All Heav'n's Rules to govern Man, 
On plain Nature's Leyel lie, 


Obvious to weak Reaſon a Eye. 


Yet to theſe, Conceits acute 
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Meanings never meant impute. 
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Mrevanm, beter conccal d. (9 21 ! 
Is Heav'n's Knowledge:now, a) 'd; 


While Religion, ſoaring high., 
Spreads the Secrets of 'the Sky. 
Vainly would Conception ſtrain 
Ev'ry Link of Reaſon's Chain, | | 
Far unequal to the Height 


Of that Knowledge Infinite; 
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But ſtrong Fairy compels Aſſent, 
As to Truths ſelf-evident. 


| Rzazon's Weakneſs thus ſupply'd, 
Fearleſs ſhe purſues her Guide, 
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Tho' th' Enthuſiaſt, Frenzy-fir d, a Fe 
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Certain that the Vid and Good, *' 
(Prov'd in all Things underſtood n 


Ne'er with tis Fakes dec d £ 


Thoſe who truſte#-and' beliey'd. OH 
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Boaſt a Flame by Go inſpir'd ? 
Faith and Reafon's Claim and Uſe,” 979 
Riſe unreach'd"by their Abuſem. 614 
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Say, learn' d Deiſt | whoſe Aſſent : 
Grants a Pow'r omnipotent, 
One uncomprehended ( Cauſe. | 
Acting by his ſelf-form'd Laws, 
Why thy varying Creed rejeds | 


Incomprehenſible Effects? 


And would Reaſon' Line aan | 


To unfathom' d Myſtery ? N 
Does Creation ſtand explain d 


To thy finite Mind wide-ſtrain di ? 
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While the Earth and Sea and Skies... 
From Non- entity ariſe , 


Know'ſt thou thrq. all. Nature's: Liſt 


How one Atom doth exiſt 7 olle 5107 
Leſs abſurd thy Faith wy, end 
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Where Men ceaſe to c 2 * 
| 270 IT 151 T9; 
Tho' the Univerſe unte 
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Graciovs Pow — to Thee we owe 
All that Bounty can beſtow; 
We, the Objects of an Care, 
Live in Thee, and niche and are 
Yet ſuperior T hanks are due, Y 
While the promis d Bliſs we view 
In thy holy Word reveal 1 
When thy Blood the Compact ſeal d. 
Shall the Atheiſt, ſelf-debar'd 
From th' ineffable Reward?ꝰ 
Shall the Deiſt's Tribe profane 5 
Shall the Scorner's ribbald Train ? 
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While Religion on thy Throne 


In chaſte Virtue's ſacred N ame, | 
| In thoſe Charities that blend 55 
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Infidelity far ſpread, © 
Raiſe the fupercilious Head 8 
And no Bard, unaw 4 "rehearſe 


Heav'n-tau ght Truths, in n grateful V Vat © 


Reſcuing from the it impious Jeſt 


Thoſe who dars theſe Truths atteſt, 6 50 
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Fist of thoſe, bleed Monarch, hail]. 


Fair triumphant ſhall prevail, 


Sits, and marks thee for her own. 


Her's thou art by ev” ry Claim: : 


. 


Sov'reign, Father, Huſband, Friend. 
Gratitude that thanks and prays, 
Zeal that worſhips and obeys, ſg 
.Stamp thee her's, her Hope and Aid 
When deſerted and betray d. 


From the Atheiſt blindly bold, 
From Believers numb and cold, 
Thoſe 
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Thoſe who ſaving T ruths reject, 


Thoſe who own chem but negleR, 


From the Reas'ner's Pride abſurd 
Spurning Heaven n's atteſted. Word, 


From the wild Enthuſiaſt's nan. 


ö From the Hypocrite s falſe Cant, 


From dark Superſtition's Gloom, 


From fell Perſecution's Doom, 
Piety compell'd to fly, 

Finds thy Breaſt her Sanctuary. 
Juſtice, Clemency, combin'd, 


Spirit, reſolute and kind, 


Pleas'd to lead with gentle Hand, 


Firm wild Faction to withſtand, 


Looks benignant, which impart, 


Feelings of a ſpotleſs Heart, 
All the Bleſſings theſe diſpenſe, 


Speak the Heav'n- ſent Influence; 
While ſtaid Freedom's ſober Train 


Own a Monarch's legal Reign, 
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Viewing 
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Viewing with indignant Eye 
Licence leading Anarchy: | 
Nor ſhall delegated Sway 
Stint thy intercepted Ray, 


Drawing to a narrow Line 
Bounty meant on all to ſhine, 690 | 
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